St.Dominic’s Church Opens 

New Pastoral Centre

“When a community has more memories than it does dreams, it is dying.”

This was the theme of the address delivered by Bishop Francis Alleyne of Guyana when he spoke to the overflowing congregation of St.Dominic’s Catholic Church on the evening of May 13th. As a matter of interest Bishop Alleyne has Barbados connections.
The church community, clergy, religious, friends from different denominations and benefactors assembled to thank God for the completed construction of the parish pastoral centre. By a happy coincidence, the Bishops and leaders of the Catholic Caribbean Church who were in Barbados for their annual plenary conference (55th) celebrated with the congregation a special thanksgiving Eucharist. The newly elected and outgoing presidents of the Antilles Episcopal Conference, Abp Donald Reece from Jamaica, Abp Patrick Pinder from the Bahamas and the Apostolic Administrator of the Bridgetown Diocese Abp Robert Rivas presided over the liturgy.
Every church community has two original dreams – to have a place to worship and a separate place to accommodate their activities and meetings. First of the dreams came to

fruition for the St.Dominic’s community 38 years ago when the new church was erected and blessed by the Bishop of Bridgetown, Anthony Dickson, now bishop emeritus. Creating a new community and building a church was a great challenge for a handful of Catholics living in the Maxwell and Christ Church areas. Thanks to the determination of their leader Fr. Theodore Taylor the church was completed. Unfortunately due to lack of funds the full project was not completely finished and only temporary living quarters for one priest was built at the back of the church. The parish hall was put in abeyance.
At that time the church was able to service the 150 parishioners, but the community has grown slowly and there was now the need for additional facilities. The community continued dreaming.
When in 2008, four Pallottine Fathers arrived in Barbados, encouraged by the Vatican to support the local church, suffering from the lack of vocations. Archbishop Rivas the local Apostolic Administrator and his Delegate Msgr Vincent Blackett welcomed them and entrusted them with the care of the St.Dominic’s community. They integrated with the community very quickly and picked up their dreams.

Fr. Luke Kopaniak, Parish Priest reported that the first meetings to discuss the new Pastoral Centre were organized in December 2008. One of the initiators was John Shearn who sadly has passed on . Before he died Shearn helped Father Kopaniak to complete the make-up of the Building and Finance Committees. The community assembly in January 2009 decided to build the Parish Hall.
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 The idea was discussed with the local community during two open meetings and approved by the Church authority.
The initial parish hall project was expanded – the community wanted to have a bigger hall, classrooms and accommodation for the priests as they wanted to live as a community. The St.Dominic’s parishioners were happy with these arrangements.
St.Dominic’s parishioner Saskia Hardt from TVA Consultants designed the building. The ground floor houses male and female wash rooms, a commercial kitchen and two offices. The ground floor was designed for 150 seats and could accommodate 100 more chairs on the mezzanine floor, built above the hall area. The area of the ground floor is 3,793 sq. ft.
Along with the mezzanine floor are three multipurpose classrooms. The area of the floor is 2,671 sq ft. The library, coffee and soft drinks serving point and room for exhibition space are located in this area as well.
The top floor will house the Pallottine Fathers and a small chapel and two additional rooms have been included for visiting priests.

 The total useable area of the building is 9,547 sq ft.
Father Luke reported that the Library had been given a most useful start, “we have received a collection of historical materials regarding the history of Barbados and the Catholic Church in Barbados from local historian, Mr Warren Alleyne as well as similar publications by Mr.Ralph Jemmott.`”
Mr. Richard Edghill who was Chairman of the Building Committee said the building was competitively tendered for in a totally transparent process.  Mr. David Guppy, was the Quantity Surveyor. He analysed the bids and Markham Construction was recommended as the most competitive tender. Mr. Edghill emphasized that all of the consultants gave their services free of charge or only charged for the expenses they had incurred. He said Markham Construction had done an excellent job. John Still was well supported by his site management team led by Mr. Heath Hazell and Mr. Russell Brand. Most importantly the job had come well within the original design estimates with no cost overruns, which was seldom achieved today.
The St.Dominic’s Parish pastoral centre will serve, of course, the needs of the St.Dominic’s community. However many groups and church ministries were waiting for space to organize their meetings and activities.
The Sunday School leader Alexandra Boyce wrote in 2009, “For nearly 20 years the catechists of St.Dominic’s have been pleading for a multipurpose hall or some kind of structure, where classes can be held, in addition to other functions. 
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Some attempts were made but they never really materialized until the Pallottines arrived. We now have a suitable structure. Apart from providing a safe and comfortable residence for our parish priests, the parish hall would be utilized by the Sunday School in a number of ways.”
In 2009 St.Dominic’s started a simple charity – a soup kitchen. The St Vincent Pallotti Kitchen that has served over 4,000 hot meals in the year 2010. The recipients appreciate the meal and look forward to receiving it every Wednesday. Volunteers always pray and often sing before starting the meal. 
The mission of the Meal Distribution Programme is - to provide a nutritious cooked meal, free of charge, to the hungry, homeless, low income/single parent families, home-bound/shut-ins/disabled, the elderly and the unemployed regardless of religion, nationality/ethnicity, sex or age, to provide fellowship and encouragement to those in need.
The soup kitchen programme evolved from an outreach programme. The St.Dominic’s Care Ministry was conceptualized during late 2009 in an effort to increase the charitable outreach of the St.Dominic’s community to provide help, support and guidance to those in need. It is in the capable hands of Lynette Andrew and her helpers.
This Ministry has two broad aims. Firstly, to offer help to those in need, regardless of religion, ethnicity or gender. Secondly, to promote a culture of volunteerism and to help to improve the quality of parish life by offering a variety of avenues through which parishioners and other interested persons can use their gifts and skills, in a myriad of different ways, in a framework which seeks to embrace diversity and encourage deeper fellowship.
In September 2011 the Care Ministry is preparing to begin the first stage of its outreach programme. This activity consists of a few clinics; wellness counseling, a walk-in clinic with trained psychologists and counsellors for assessment and evaluation. Literacy Programmes, teaching of basic literacy skills for children and adults. Medical Screening Clinic, check for hypertension, diabetes, cholesterol as well as periodic breast screening, nutrition etc. Financial Guidance, budgeting, debt consolidation, balancing a cheque book etc. Employment counselling and preparation, workshops etc. will also be available
These programmes are being offered to all who have need of them – the St.Dominic’s community intends to be an alive and vibrant member of both the Catholic community and society in general. The community keeps dreaming.

For more information including a photo gallery of the celebrations, you may visit the St.Dominic’s website www.stdominicbarbados.com 

